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Many different ways to catch 

fish……

• Static gear

• Seine netting

• Single trawlers

• Pair trawlers

• Twin trawlers

• Dredgers

• Pelagic



……And most of them are impacted by windfarms

Static gear – least affected, but not unaffected 

Seine netting – almost impossible within a fixed foundations windfarm 

Single trawlers – difficult within a FF windfarm

Pair trawlers – almost impossible within a FF windfarm 

Twin trawlers – difficult within a FF windfarm

Dredgers – difficult within a FF windfarm

Pelagic – impossible within a FF windfarm 

All mobile gears considered not possible in floating offshore wind farms



Offshore Wind and Fishing – what needs to change? 

• We understand the enormous drivers behind the expansion of offshore wind – offshore 
wind is clearly part of the solution to achieving net zero. As too is fishing! 

• Fishing industry is not opposed to offshore wind farms – but we need far better 
engagement, planning and genuine commitment to coexistence and finding solutions.

• Political drive for OW – needs to take responsibility towards other seabed users – so far 
only words not actions, from government.

• There is an opportunity to do things better. So far, no solutions to all the problems. 

• Indeed we must do better, because the costs for the fishing industry will otherwise be 
so high



Fishing – also part of reaching net zero
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Displacement of Fishing 

• Unlike farmers, fishermen don’t have property rights over the areas they work

• Fish are not uniformly distributed in the sea! 

• Incorrect presumption that fishing activity can move elsewhere without significant cost or impact

• Different fleets fishing in Scottish waters – all jostling for space

• Not just OW arrays – wide range of subsea infrastructure – security concerns 

• Wet storage – Moray Firth Flow Park 

• Displacement on the scale now potentially envisaged could:
o Force vessels inshore, with consequences for hard-pressed inshore grounds

o Force inshore vessels offshore – where they would encounter a whole new range of safety challenges

o Lead to gear conflicts – static gear and mobile gears – can also undermine safety at sea 

o Undermine sustainable fisheries plans – so could cause government to fail to meet other legal requirements

o Undermine viable fishing businesses 



Recent Policy developments in Scotland/UK 

• Impacts on protected features – new legal measures for “strategic 
compensation”

• Untried, untested and potentially undermining wider conservation 
efforts - but being rushed through

• Re-writing the law to allow OW to harm Scotland’s already threatened 
protected seabirds

• New legislation and statutory guidance – no proper Parliamentary 
scrutiny

• Compensation measures might include restrictions on fishing – so 
fishing may be expected to ‘pay’ twice – loss of access to array area 
then picking up the bill for OW’s harm to seabirds. 



Experience in Scotland so far:

• Lots of consultation and engagement – but the outputs don’t reflect our inputs.

• Everything gets approved – no OW development refused consent.

• Impact assessments – problems of scale and subjective assessment.

• Fishing not being protected or prioritised – sends the signal our sector doesn’t matter.

• Limited regard previously for fishermen’s knowledge – but this is improving.

• Lacking enforcement of compliance with consent conditions

• Listening, but not genuinely hearing 



So what would be better? 

• Being genuinely ‘heard’ – not just window dressing.

• Better understanding of the value of fishing – also part of net zero transition and 
significant locally and nationally. 

• Recognition and avoidance of the most important fishing areas from the earliest stage – 
too late once sites are selected

• Proper application of mitigation hierarchy – Avoid, Reduce, Mitigate, Compensate

• SFF calls for moratorium on further consents until impacts on fishing properly 
recognised and addressed



Two sectors, trying to do their jobs…..



Governments need to do theirs! 



Thank you for listening! 
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